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8 March 2010
By Fax (no. 2250 3242) & By Post
South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd
Morning Post Centre

22 Dai Fai Street

Tai Po Industrial Estate
Tai Po, New Territories
Dear Editor,

Opening of Lung Wo Road
I refer to the letter from Mr. Markus Shaw published on 4 March 2010 and wish to clarify several issues.
Lung Wo Road, which is now open to traffic, is a part of Road P2 designed to connect the existing Man Cheung Street via the land formed under the Central Reclamation Phase III and Wan Chai Development Phase II projects with Hung Hing Road to be realigned under the latter project.  Upon completion of the Central-Wan Chai Bypass and Road P2 by 2017, the road will serve to distribute traffic between the east-west traffic corridor formed by the bypass and Rumsey Street Flyover to the neighbouring areas including Central, Admiralty, Mid-levels and Wan Chai.
We see benefits in opening Lung Wo Road now before completion of the whole Road P2 as it would help relieve the traffic congestion at this locality.  The new road provides an alternative route for Wan Chai bound traffic to bypass the congested Connaught Road Central and avoid merging with other traffic heading for Admiralty and Mid-levels.  We observed that after the opening, Lung Wo Road is serving to ease off traffic congestion especially at the Central Reclamation Phase I areas including Connaught Place, Man Yiu Street, Man Cheung Street and Man Po Street.  The total traffic queues at the above roads during peak hours have shortened quite significantly.  Transport Department will continue monitoring the traffic situation and undertake fine-tuning measures when necessary to maximize the benefits.

When completed, Road P2 will become a tree-lined boulevard as recommended under the Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront commissioned by Planning Department.  There will also be at-grade and grade-separated pedestrian crossings to facilitate convenient access to the new vibrant, green and sustainable promenade planned at the waterfront.  Whilst Lung Wo Road is now open and works at the reclamation are yet to be completed, we have provided temporary footpaths and traffic barriers to ensure public safety.   No doubt we will undertake the necessary works to achieve the said planning intention in tandem with the development of the waterfront promenade.
Yours faithfully,

( C K HON )
Project Manager/Hong Kong Island & Islands
Civil Engineering and Development Department
b.c.c.
DCED

C for T


(Attn: Mr. H L Cheng)


D of Planning

(Attn: Miss Fiona Lung)

SDEV 


(Attn: Ms Alice Cheung)

Press Secretary/DEVB
(Attn: Mr. Terrence Yu)
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(Attn: Ms Fanny Kong)

SE/MC, CEDD

(Attn: Mr. Robert Tsoi)
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