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12 October 2007
Fax No.: 2250 3242

South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd

16/F Somerset House

979 King’s Rd, Quarry Bay

Hong Kong

Dear Editor,
Improvement Works for Tai O Facelift

I refer to the letter to the editor from Mr. Paul Serfaty published on your Insight Page on 2 October 2007.

Back in 2002, after three years of study and wide public consultation, the Planning Department formulated a Recommended Revitalisation Strategy for Tai O.  The overall planning concept is to balance nature and heritage conservation with appropriate new development, building upon Tai O’s traditional visitor attraction and fully recognizing Tai O’s tranquil natural setting and tremendous cultural resources.  The Strategy seeks to rejuvenate the fishing village of Tai O keeping in place its heritage and character. The purpose is to preserve the cultural heritage and natural attributes of Tai O, and at the same time to enhance its visitor appeal and local employment base.

In late 2004, the Government proposed a Concept Plan for Lantau (Concept Plan) to provide an overall planning framework to ensure a balanced and co-ordinated approach for the future development of Lantau.  A Revised Concept Plan was released in May 2007 after taking into account the public comments and suggestions received. 

In order to examine the feasibility and implementation requirements of the proposal, in June 2007, the Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) commissioned a consultancy to conduct a feasibility study of the improvement works for Tai O Facelift.

The existing visitor attractions such as the stilted structures, disused salt-pan, mangroves area and reedbeds of high ecological value, built structures of historic interest such as the former Tai O Police Station, Kwan Tai Temple, Hung Shing Temple, Hau Wong Temple, Dragon Rock Temple and Tin Hau Temple, as well as the Dolphin Watching Pavilion will all be preserved.  The Consultants have formulated preliminary ideas for an entrance plaza, a waterfront promenade, a riverside park, a folk museum, cultural trails and heritage trails, to match with the existing visitor attractions, with a view to enhancing visitor appeal.

To gauge views from the public, green groups and professional bodies on the proposals, the consultants are tasked to organise public engagement activities.  Subsequently, these groups were invited to attend the first public forum which was held on 23 September at Tai O in which members were briefed and invited to comment on the preliminary proposals.

We wish to emphasize that the ideas presented at the forum were only preliminary to serve as a basis to stimulate public discussion.  We have yet to finalize the proposals.  We will keep an open mind and will continue engaging the community with a view to establishing a consensus. 

Information relating to the preliminary findings presented in the first public forum could be downloaded from the following website:

http://www.cedd.gov.hk/eng/projects/major/hki7417ro.htm.

Public views and comments can be sent to either CEDD (kylam@cedd.gov.hk) or the Consultant (taio@meinhardt.com.hk).

Yours faithfully,
( M T CHOW )

for Project Manager/Hong Kong Island & Islands
Civil Engineering and Development Department

b.c.c.
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